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13 children get new parents 

County participates in National Adoption Day

By SCOTT DAUGHERTY, Staff Writer 



Marissa didn't know what was happening seven years ago when she and her younger brother were placed in foster care. 

The girl, now 12, didn't know the state was placing them with strangers for their safety; that her mother's habitual drug and alcohol use made her an unfit parent.

"It was scary," said Marissa, who grew up in New York. "All I knew was that I was away from my home."

But yesterday, Marissa and Devin got a new home in Davidsonville - officially becoming the children of Jeannie and Bruce Price during a special adoption ceremony at the county courthouse in Annapolis.

"It's done," said Mr. Price, who served as the children's foster father for the past two years.

"The end," added his wife.

Thirteen children were adopted by 10 families yesterday during the county's eighth annual celebration of National Adoption Day.

"It was funny because she was crying and I was laughing," said 12-year-old Elizabeth Fletcher, who was adopted by her stepmother, Tristine Fletcher.

The ceremony was one of fun and joy, as young children dressed in their best sweaters and skirts or suits and ties ran around in the courthouse gallery eating cake and playing with new teddy bears while their proud parents looked on.

But while their adoptive children laughed, many of the parents complained of extended legal battles and confusing bouts with bureaucrats.

"I was getting frustrated and tired," said Sherry Edwards of Pasadena.

The single mother of two adult children adopted two siblings yesterday, 4-year-old Sydney and 2-year-old Sean.

Introduced to the children by her sister, who met them and their biological mother while working at the Light House Shelter in Annapolis in 2005, Ms. Edwards spent most of the past two years fighting their biological father for custody.

"It was a long, drawn-out process," said Crystal Brownlee, the shelter's managing director and the children's new aunt. She said the father lost his parental rights earlier this year.

Mrs. Price, who began the adoption process in New York in 2005 but moved to Maryland with the kids shortly thereafter, complained their New York case workers repeatedly lost their paperwork.

"New York completely forgot about us," she said.

"They knew the kids were safe being with us," said Mr. Price, a Metropolitan Police Officer in Washington. "It was one of those cases, out of sight out of mind."

But being safe is not the same as knowing you belong.

"It was just confusing," said Marissa, who lived with two other families before coming to stay with the Prices. "You don't know what is going to happen next."

Circuit Court Judge Michael E. Loney, who presided over the ceremony, said adoptions were much more difficult a decade ago.

"You had to be the Cosbys to adopt," he said after the ceremony, referring to the classic 1980's TV show staring Bill Cosby.

He said the law made it hard for single parents or other non-traditional families. While the laws aren't as stringent as they once were, Judge Loney said the state still must scrutinize who is adopting a child.

"We must protect the children," he said.

That said, some families said they had it pretty easy, particularly those mothers and fathers who were adopting their stepchildren.

Mrs. Fletcher of Waldorf said her stepdaughters, Elizabeth, 12, and Summer, 10, asked her to make it official earlier this year. She said their biological mother stopped visiting four years ago and the girls wanted to make sure she was always going to be there for them.

"Just in case anything happened to my dad," Elizabeth said with a smile.

"They also understand that when she gets old, they have to take care of her," joked John R. Greene, an Annapolis attorney who helped with the adoption.

According to the clerk of the Circuit Court, 128 children were adopted in Anne Arundel County between July 1, 2006 and June 30. The county Department of Social Services said children adopted out of foster care are usually in the system for about 29 months.

For most of the people involved, yesterday's ceremony was the realization of a dream.

"I've always known I wanted to adopt," said Genia Friia of Millersville as she tended to her newly adopted daughter Kayla.

She and her husband, Bill, raised the 16 month old from birth as a foster child, but they knew there was no guarantee they would get to keep her.

"You take the child not knowing if she will stay or not," she said.

But with the judge's signature yesterday, that uncertainty went away.

"It's an emotional roller coaster, but it's all well worth it in the end," Mrs. Friia said.
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